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SURVIVING MARITAL STORMS 
I Promise Part 4 
Matthew 7:24-25 

Matt. 7:24-25  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. 25“And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.” 

  
BE PREPARED FOR . . . 
  
1. 1. "Rains" -- The Culture You Live In 
Forecast 2000 by George Gallup gives 4 Forces Eroding Marriages & Families: Alternative Lifestyles, 
Radical Feminism, Materialism, The Sexual Revolution 

“But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, 
boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3unloving, irreconcilable, malicious 
gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure ra-
ther than lovers of God,”  2 Timothy 3:1-4 (NASB) 

  
"In the last days it is going to be very difficult to be a Christian . . . . People will become utterly self-centered, 
greedy for money . . . . proud and abusive . . . . They will be utterly lacking in gratitude . .  . normal affec-
tions . . . self-control, and will be violent and loving pleasure instead of loving God."  2 Tim. 3:1-4 (LB/Ph) 
  
 Ideas that can erode your marriage: 
  
 *  HUMANISM "self-centered" Me vs. We 
  
 *  MATERIALISM "greedy for money" 
  
 *  HEDONISM "loving pleasure . . ." Playboy Philosophy 
  

"And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,. . . "  Rom. 12:2 
(NASB) 

2. "Floods" -- The Crises You Will Live Through 
Top 12 Crisis List 

“Save me, O God, For the waters have threatened my life. 

I have sunk in deep mire, and there is no foothold; 

I have come into deep waters, and a flood overflows me. 

I am weary with my crying; my throat is parched; 

My eyes fail while I wait for my God.” Ps. 69:1-3 (NASB) 

  
When the floods of crisis come into my marriage, what do I do? 

“... ‘Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine!  When you pass through 
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the waters, I will be with you;  And through the rivers, they will not overflow you... 

For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior;’"  Isa. 43:1-3 (NASB) 
  
 *  RELAX in God's plan - “don’t be afraid” 
  
 *  RECOGNIZE God's presence - “I will be with you” 
  
 *  RELY on God's protection - “you will not drown” 
  
  
3.  "Winds" -- The Changes You Will Live With 
"To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven." Eccl. 3:1 (KJV) 

  

"Stripes that wound scour away evil,..."  Pr. 20:30 (NASB)(GNT) 

  
"I have learned to be content, whatever the circumstances may be ... I am ready for anything through the 
strength of Christ who lives within me."  Phil 4:11, 13 (Ph) 
  
3 Important Attitudes: Contentment, Flexibility, Faith 
  
Foundation for a Storm-Proofed Marriage 

"For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ."  1 Cor. 3:11 (NASB) 


